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é) Steve Stroh N8GNJ Sep 7, 2017 at 16:26 
To: steve.stroh@gmail.com 
Reply To: Steve Stroh N8GNJ 


2017 NW APRS Summer Gathering 
Update 06, 2017-09-07 (FINAL 2) 


See (New) and (Updated) tags for added or changed info since the last bulletin. 


(New) Yesterday’s Update (05) was to be the last update prior to the 2017 NW APRS 
Summer Gathering commencing on Friday, September 8, 2017. But... lots of folks 
contacted me at the last minute with new info and thus this update is merited. If you 
didn’t register (and many didn’t, despite the requests to do so) prior to the form 
closing yesterday, YES, please come. We'll fit you all in somewhere (really - bring your 
own chair), and there WILL be enough food. 


This email distribution list, and its signup form (archives) at 
https://tinyletter.com/nwaprssg is the official source of info about the 2017 NW APRS 
Summer Gathering. As of this writing, 164 folks are receiving these bulletins. 
Unfortunately, as of this writing, the NW APRS website at http://nwaprs.info is down 
(I'm sure we'll talk about it). If you're on Facebook, there is also a NW APRS Facebook 
group - NWAPRS. The email discussion list for NW APRS 

is https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/nwaprs. 


DATES 

The 2017 NW APRS Summer Gathering is: 

Friday September 8 

Saturday September 9; the main day, presentations begin at 9:00 

Sunday September 10 (informal, debrief, departure) 

Many folks arrive on Friday, or even Thursday, for socializing and camping. Saturday is 
the main day and presentations start approximately 09:00, with breakfast at 08:00. In 
addition to breakfast, lunch, and dinner are provided (see below). Sunday is primarily 
for the folks that stay overnight, and a breakfast is provided. Sunday morning is a 
debrief and/or general discussion. There is no lunch provided on Sunday. 


BACKGROUND 

The NW APRS Summer Gathering is a very social and educational event right here in 
the Pacific Northwest. It’s great fun and a great opportunity to learn and practice just 
about anything you can do with a computer and your ham radio. Summer Gathering 
started with a focus on Automatic Packet Reporting System (APRS) but the event has 
evolved to encompass many facets of digital / data communications in Amateur Radio 
and related subjects. Some of the most fun of Summer Gathering is the informal 
discussions between like-minded hams from different areas, and the “show and tell” 
benches with a chance to see and operate different digital Amateur Radio systems. 


The 2017 NW APRS Summer Gathering is an officially recognized ARRL event! Thus 
we'll have some ARRL Prize Certificates to give away to three lucky attendees and 
perhaps a few other goodies. Our thanks to the ARRL and ARRL Northwestern 
Division Director Jim Pace K7CEX for approving Summer Gathering on short notice. 
Thanks to Lynn Burlingame N7CFO for the suggestion!. 


VALLEY CAMP 

If you have not previously attended a Summer Gathering, it’s held at Valley Camp 
(https://valleycamp.org), an incredibly beautiful campground near North Bend, WA with 
lots of nature trails and birding opportunities for the family along the Middle Fork of the 
Snoqualmie River. Elk and deer abound and can often be observed in the main 
clearing of Valley Camp. 


Valley Camp is located near North Bend, WA and is 10 minutes off of I-90 at Exit 34. At 
the bottom of the Exit 34 ramp, turn Left (North) and continue 1/2 mile past the 
convenience stores and truck stops and watch for the right turn onto SE Middle Fork 
Road (County Road sign says Valley Camp 2.2 miles). Continue to the "Y" and take the 
Left on SE Middle Fork Road (the lower road). Follow until you come to the STOP sign. 
The entrance to the camp is straight ahead across the small intersection. Please note: 
there is road work (still) underway on the main road to Valley Camp. It may well be 
complete by the time of Summer Gathering, but we cannot be certain of that. In 
previous years, the road work occurs AFTER Valley Camp. Please note: The speed 
limit is 5 MPH once you enter Valley Camp's grounds because of dust, kids playing, 
wildlife, and adults shooting antenna wires in the air. 


Coordinates for Valley Camp’s entrance are Lat 47.4680 and Lon -121.6808 (Don't 
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Radio club call is WA7VC and the club IS on APRS. Check it out on 
https://aprs.fi/wa7vc. There is also a UHF D-STAR repeater at Valley Camp - WA7DV, 
“B”, 440.0125+. 


clean up the smckie air. As is the norm for the Pacific Northwest in September, you 
should come prepared for the weather to be hot... or cool... or wet... or dry. 


OVERNIGHT STAYS ARE FULL 

Per Teena at Valley Camp, all available RV sites and bunks in the Lodge are FULL. If 
you have not contacted Teena directly, you do NOT have a reserved spot to stay 
overnight. If you have any questions about staying overnight (especially if you have to 
cancel, opening up an available RV site or bunk), please contact Teena at Valley Camp 
- email teena@valleycamp.org. (Please don’t contact Steve N8GNUJ about this - you 
must contact Teena DIRECTLY). 


FIRE DANGER - NO FIRES / OPEN FLAMES 

The fire danger from 70+ days of no significant is EXTREME. There will not be any 
open flames, including charcoal fires for cooking. If you're a smoker, please be 
EXTREMELY careful with your discards. 


CELLULAR IS SPOTTY, LIMITED WI-FI INTERNET AVAILABLE 

Due to the terrain and the location, cellular service is spotty at Valley Camp. There are 
places on the grounds of Valley Camp that cellular service will work, but generally not 
at the picnic shelter where the presentations are held. There is Wi-Fi Internet access, 
but the bandwidth is limited - please don't plan on downloading videos, app updates, 
or other high-bandwidth activities. 


DONATIONS 

Summer Gathering operates on donations. A campground like Valley Camp incurs 
significant expense in hosting an event like Summer Gathering (even though it’s 
informal). To date we’ve been able to keep Summer Gathering going for 20 years 
based on donations instead of charging a hard fee like most similar events do. We 
suggest a donation $25 and you can donate cash in the donations mailbox at the 
Valley Camp picnic shelter where Summer Gathering is held, or you can donate with a 
credit card by talking to Teena at the event. If you'd like to contribute to Valley Camp in 
a more substantive, recurring manner, there are a variety of electronic methods to 
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https://valleycamp.org. 


MEALS / BEVERAGES 

(Updated) Saturday breakfast, lunch, dinner and Sunday breakfast will be provided for 
asmanypeeple-whe-have+registered as many people as we know that are coming, 
plus a contingency. Apologies in advance, but we can't take requests such as special 
meals such as vegan, gluten-free, low-fat, etc. If you have dietary restrictions, please 
plan on bringing and storing your own food (the refrigerator in the shelter will not be 
available). The meals are provided as a donation by Tina and Steve Stroh (though 
donations for the expense of the food are appreciated). Coffee, iced tea, lemonade will 
be provided. Due to the large crowd this year, please consider bringing your own 
bottled water or “canteen” (the tap water is safe), canned soda, or “adult beverages” 
including your own cooler and ice, and perhaps enough to share with your fellow 
attendees. Due to the large crowd this year, please consider bringing some beverages 
to share (and mark your cooler that the contents are for sharing). If you'd like to know 
the menu, please contact Tina Stroh KD7WSF - tina.stron@gmail.com. 


CALLSIGN BADGES 

Even though Summer Gathering is an informal event, please bring a callsign / name 
badge and wear it. There are a lot of us this year, and apparently a lot of new faces, 
and wearing a callsign badge will help all of us put names to faces. There will be 
adhesive paper badges of course, but they usually fall off. It’s also helpful to bring 
some business cards as you often strike up a conversation with someone interesting 
and don’t remember their name or callsign or how to reach them to follow up. 


BRING A CAMP CHAIR AND POWER STRIPS 

There are a lot more attendees than there will be available seats on the picnic benches 
in the shelter, so please bring a camp chair. Please be sure to MARK your camp chair 
so you get the right one back (it takes a long time to wear them in correctly). If you 
need AC power, please bring your own power strip(s) and MARK it, and be willing to 
share / cascade AC power. 


(Updated) PRESENTATIONS 
At the last minute, the PA / Amplifier and projector / computer issues have been 
resolved (thanks those that volunteered equipment and info). 


There won’t be a formal agenda / schedule and we’ll do presentations in the order that 
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break for approximately 2 hours mid-day for lunch, chats, demos, prize giveaway, and 
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(Updated) The presentations that are confirmed are: 


Introductions and statement of interests all around (this will take a while) 

A Raspberry Pi Based ~1W Transceiver and UDRX Status Update - Bryan Hoyer 
K7UDR 

ARRL Update - Jim Pace K7CEX 

Discussion of the fate of the NW APRS website (http://nwaprs.info) - general 
discussion 

High Altitude Ballooning - L. Paul Verhage KD4STH 

NetTNC an EMCOMM Appliance - Jeremy McDermond NH6Z 

State of the NW APRS Network - Bill Vodall WA7NWP 

ThumbDV New SW and Applications - John Hays K7VE 

UDR-Tracker an APRS Mobile Appliance - Basil Gunn N7NIX 


(Updated) ACTIVITIES / SHOW AND TELL, ETC. 


20th Anniversary Cake 

Annual photo (after lunch) 

ARRL Prize Certificate Giveaway 

ARRL Table 

L. Paul Verhage KD4STH will have a video-equipped drone. 

KQJEB will have dual band 144/446 MHz J-Pole and 220 J-Pole antennas, and 
some Power Distribution Kits for sale. See his website at http://k9jeb.com for 
details. 

Portable RMS Station (N7CFO-10) - Lyn Burlingame N7CFO 

Sale / Swap Activity - We encourage folks to bring gear they want to swap or sell 
from their trunks, RV's, hatchbacks, side doors, or under their own 10x10 
awning. If you’re selling items at Summer Gathering, please DO NOT USE the 
indoor space, which is reserved for showing off projects. 

Tabletop show and tell demonstrations - various attendees 

To answer a question from a long-time attendee, as far as | am aware, there will 
NOT be the usual substantial HF station(s) running digital modes, that have been 
available at previous Summer Gatherings. 


(updated) CONFIRMED ATTENDEES 

I've corrected several name misspellings - apologies; my text editor was being a little 
too helpful with “auto-correction”. 64 folks filled out the requested form (no longer 
accepting new entries) to let us know that they’re planning to attend the 2017 NW 
APRS Summer Gathering. Since the last update there have been 5 cancellations and 
roughly 10 additional notifications of attendance. For the majority of you that did heed 
the request and filled out the form, thanks VERY much for helping us plan meals (for 
you), find out how the word is getting out, etc. The following list also includes folks 
that didn’t fill out the form, but | had other notification that they'll attend: 

Abeles, Don W7UUL 

Alexander, Paulette W7HMG 

Altus, Bonnie AB7ZQ (ARRL Northwestern Division Vice-Director) 

Barwick, Paul K.D7PCB 

Birdlebough, John K7BIT 

Boal, John K9JEB 

Brown, Bill WSUMQ 

Burlingame, Lynn N7CFO 

Carroll, Dennis KB7WFV 

Chang, Jeff WB7AHT 

Christle, John KB7TUL 

Churchward, Budd WB7FHC 

Currie, Scott NS7C 

Dahl, Peter WA7FUS 

DeVries, Jim W7UG 

Eide, Jeff WA7LFP 

Escalante, Jerry N7YGE 

Flores, Lara WA7LNF 

Gerhardt, Herb KB7UVC 

Gadallah, Larry VE6VQ 

Goetz, Dave KT7H 

Gump, Garland KG7GCF 

Gunn, Basil N7NIX (Presenter) 

Hagood, Vivian N7VH 

Harris, Bill W7KXB 

Hart, Jim KD7SRH 

Hays, John K7VE (Presenter) 

Hoyer, Bryan K7UDR (Presenter) 


H, | (preterred not to be listed by name) 
Jackson, Clay N7QNM 

Javins, Raloh N7KGA 

Kelley, Bob WX7W 

Kern, Pat K7IBC 

Knepper, Bill KI7DFF 

Kozma, Colin K7CJK 

Kozma, Matt AE7MK 

Landrigan, John KA4RXP 

Marth, Steve WB7AAV 

M, SR (preferred not to be listed by name) 
Mills, Curt WE7U 

McDermond, Jeremy NH6Z (Presenter) 
N, D (preferred not to be listed by name) 
Needham, Tom WA7TBP 

Nicholson, Paul AF7HL 

Olmsted, Lyle KB7PI 

Pace, Jim K7CEX (ARRL Northwestern Division Director) 
P, P (preferred not to be listed by name) 
Palmer, Earl N7EP 

Palmore, Barry K7PAL 

Piening, Don KI7JJN 

Proehl, Teena KQHAV (Valley Camp Host) 
Proehl, Thom K7FZO (Valley Camp Host) 
Reeves, Ann WA7ROS 

Reeves, Jim WA7RVV 

Richards, Kenny KU7M 

Robins, Erik K7QOG 

Saunders, Tom N7OEP 

S,A (preferred not to be listed by name) 
Searls, Corky AF4PM 

Sears, Robert KF7VOP 

Sharp, Jack K6JDS 

Shaw, Jim WA6PX 

Sherrill, John N7TES 

Souvenir, Robin N7RKS 

Spohnheimer, Nelson W7KVI 

Sterba, Michael KG7HQ 


Sterba, Shelly KC7NQC 

Stroh, Steve N8GNUJ (2017 Coordinator) 
Stroh, Tina KD7WSF (2017 Cook) 
Thomas, Randall KF7OAG 

Thomassen, Bill N6NBN 

Thutt, Paul KC7PMU 

Verhage, L. Paul KD4STH (Presenter) 
Vodall, Bill WA7NWP (Presenter) 
Wilcox, Rick WA7RW 

W, F (preferred not to be listed by name) 
Willey, Bob KD7VOWN 


If you're counting, that's 77 notifications of some kind, plus undoubtedly more drop- 
ins. Whew! It’s going to be cozy, but a very interesting day on Saturday! 


SUNDAY POST-EVENT 

If you're interested in ensuring that there will be a 2018 NW APRS Summer Gathering, 
please try to attend the debrief / wrapup session on Sunday morning where we 
discuss the event and do some planning for the next one. For example, this email 
distribution list came out of one of those sessions. I'll be taking notes, and after the 
2017 NW APRS Summer Gathering is concluded, I’ll send out one last bulletin for 
2017 with wrap up information, and a post-event survey to aid the 2018 SG “staff” 
(whoever they are) to plan an even better 21st annual NW APRS Summer Gathering. 


Thanks, 


Steve Stroh N8GNJ 
2017 NW APRS Summer Gathering Coordinator 
steve.stroh@gmail.com 
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